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Preface 


This project germinated early in 2022, when my 
laptop was still resting on my belly, swollen with 
new life. At the time, | had always joked about 
writing a report on something but didn’t actually 
know if | had the voice or approach to do it. 


Yet, instead of thinking about the future, as | 
perhaps should have been, my thoughts were on 
the past and, even more surprisingly, on the dark 
subject of the last world war. | reached for my 
mouse and started to scribble notes on a Google 
Doc. As far back as my memories go, bookshop 
windows were full of works about World War II, both 
fictional and academic, about the war, and one 
Christmas, as Santa dropped off a book as a 
present, | received a pair of nylon stockings and a 
book about World War II. Needless to say, being 
only thirteen, | found either of little interest or use. 


It wasn’t until | saw television screens were filled 
with a kaleidoscope blend of war films and 
television series: The Big Red One, Das Boot, To 
Be or Not to Be, or Empire of the Sun. This film 
about the apocalyptic wartime setting and the 
climactic moment when Jim sees the distant white 
flash of the atomic bombing of the city and thinks 
he is seeing the soul of a woman who has just died 
gave me a powerful visual. Was it justified? 


This is why this paper had to be written: to take 
issue with novels that, evidently destined for 
Western consumption, propagate an 


overwhelmingly positive image of the US role in the 
worldwide conflict. Having lived 18 years, | feel 
compelled to tackle the dropping of the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima. 


Substantial debate exists over the ethical, legal, 
and army elements of the atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 and August 
9, 1945, at the shut of World War Il (1939-45). 


Over the course of time, different arguments have 
won and lost support as new proof has come to be 
accessible and as new research has been 
completed. A important and persevering with center 
of attention has been on whether or not the 
bombing should be classified as a war crime or as 
a crime towards humanity. 


There is additionally the debate on the function of 
the bombings in Japan's give up and the US's 
justification for them based totally upon the premise 
that the bombings precipitated the surrender. This 
stays the problem of each scholarly and popular 
debate, with revisionist historians advancing a 
range of arguments. 


The Finest Hour 


In 1945, Pacific, the Allies returned to the 
Philippines [1], recaptured Burma [2], and invaded 
Borneo [3]. Offensives were undertaken to reduce 
the Japanese forces remaining in Bougainville, 
New Guinea and the Philippines. In April 1945, 
American forces landed on Okinawa, where heavy 
fighting continued until June [4]. As late as May 
1945, the U.S. was engaged in heavy fighting with 
the Japanese at Iwo Jima. In these most bloody 
conflicts, the United States had sustained more 
than 75,000 casualties. [5] 


On 26 July 1945, United States President Harry S. 
Truman, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and President of China Chiang Kai-shek issued the 
Potsdam Declaration ultimatum, calling for the 
unconditional surrender of Japan as agreed upon at 
the Potsdam Conference [6]. This ultimatum stated 
if Japan did not surrender, it would face "prompt 
and utter destruction”.[7] 


On the 6th of August 1945 [8], and then again on 
the 9th of August [9], the United States dropped 
atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. At least 214,000 civilians were 
immediately killed, and more would later die.[10] 
But on August 15th, and arguably because of these 
bombs, the Japanese regime surrendered 
unconditionally, thus ending the Second World War. 
[11] 
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A Noble Pursuit 


In the middle of July 1945, the intelligence section 
of the War Department estimated the total strength 
of the Japanese Army was estimated at about 
5,000,000 men. In the domestic islands, barely 
below 2,000,000; in Korea, Manchuria, China 
proper, and Formosa, slightly over 2,000,000; in 
French IndoChina, Thailand, and Burma, over 
200,000; in the East Indies area, the Philippines, 
over 500,000; in the Pacific islands, over 100,000. 
[12] 


Those who support the decision to use the atomic 
bombs on enemy targets contend that Operation 
Downfall, the Allied invasion of Japan, would have 
resulted in significant losses on both sides. 


Japanese leaders believed they could break 
American morale and secure a negotiated end to 
World War Two. They devised a military-political 
strategy they called the Ketsu-Go which contained 
the premise that Americans, for all their material 
power, possessed only brittle morale. Japanese 
leaders believed that by defeating or inflicting high 
casualties on the initial invasion of the Home 
Islands, they could win the war. [13] In April 1945, 
the Japanese Suzuki government's strategy for 
Ketsu-Go was outlined on the 8th [14] which was a 
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refinement of the Shosango victory plan for the 
defence of the home islands to the last man. [15] 
These plans would prepare the Japanese people 
psychologically to die as a nation in defence of their 
homeland. Even children, including girls, would be 
trained to use makeshift lethal weapons, and 
exhorted to sacrifice themselves by killing an 
American invader. [16] 


The main debate in early 1945, particularly within 
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, was whether that 
defeat would be best achieved primarily by naval 
blockade and bombing of infrastructure, or by an 
invasion of the Japanese home islands. [17] The 
bombs were the best means to bring about 
unconditional surrender, which is what the US 
leaders wanted. Only this would enable the Allies to 
occupy Japan and root out the institutions that led 
to war in the first place. “The principal political, 
social, and military objective of the United States in 
the summer of 1945 was the prompt and complete 
surrender of Japan. Only the complete destruction 
of her military power could open the way to lasting 
peace.” Wrote the US Secretary of War Henry 
Stimson in 1947. [18] A Gallup poll found that 85% 
of Americans approved of the bombing. [19] 
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Truman: First and Only 


A letter written by Harry Truman on January 12, 
1953 to Prof. James L. Cate which seems to clearly 
present his understanding of the necessity of using 
the atomic bombs to end World War Il. “I asked 
General Marshall what it would cost in lives to land 
on the Tokyo plain and other places in Japan. It 
was his opinion that such an invasion would cost at 
a minimum one quarter of a million casualties, and 
might cost as much as a million, on the American 
side alone, with an equal number of the enemy. 
The other military and naval men present agreed. | 
asked Secretary Stimson which sites in Japan were 
devoted to war production. He promptly named 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, among others. We sent 
an ultimatum to Japan. It was rejected.” [20] 


A Normandy-type amphibious landing would have 
cost an estimated million casualties for Americans. 
Estimates did not include Japanese casualties. 
Truman and his military advisers assumed that a 
ground invasion would “be opposed not only by the 
available organised military forces of the Empire, 
but also by a fanatically hostile population. [21] 
Truman believed that the bombs saved Japanese 
lives as well. [22] 


Five days after Hiroshima, when the nation to use 
nuclear weapons the very day it detonated a 
second and final bomb, over Nagasaki, President 
Truman bluntly defends his decision: ‘When you 
have to deal with a beast you have to treat him as a 
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beast.’ [23] 


Harry Truman in 1945 "regarded the [atomic] bomb 
as a military weapon and never had any doubt it 
should be used." [24] 


Awell-informed Japanese Army officer in 
Yokohama said “We would have kept on fighting 
until all Japanese were killed, but we would not 
have been defeated.” [25] 


In 1959, Mitsuo Fuchida, the pilot who led the first 
wave in the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, met 
with General Paul Tibbets, who piloted the Enola 
Gay that dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, 
and told him that: 


“You did the right thing. You know the Japanese 
attitude at that time, how fanatic they were, they'd 
die for the Emperor...” [26] 


On 30 June 2007, Japan's defense minister Fumio 
Kydma said the dropping of atomic bombs on 
Japan by the United States during World War II was 
an inevitable way to end the war. Kyuma said: 


"| now have come to accept in my mind that in 
order to end the war...” [27] 
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Sakomizu: Now That We Know 


Hisatsune Sakomizu was a Japanese government 
official and politician before, during and after World 
War Il. [28] Sakomizu’s narrative: “The first 
question to be taken up by the Suzuki Cabinet was 
a complete re-examination of the real situation of 
the war. The Navy Minister, Admiral Yonai, and 
Prime Minister Suzuki, working closely together and 
in complete secrecy from the Army, reached the 
conclusion that to continue the war would mean 
utter destruction of Japan and the Japanese 
people, and would also, each day it continued, be 
further destructive of world civilization.” [29] 


Hisatsune Sakomizu accepted that dropping the 
bomb was necessary as he believed the war was 
already lost and Japan would suffer by letting it 
continue. [30] Sakomizu drafted the Emperor's 
address to the Japanese people announcing the 
country's unconditional surrender to the allied 
forces. [31] Some recordings of comments made by 
the late Sakomizu said “I think the U.S. created an 
excuse to use the atomic bombs.”[32] 


Hisatsune Sakomizu said later in life that 'The 
atomic bomb was a golden opportunity given by 
heaven for Japan to end the war." [33] 
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J. Samuel Walker is an American historian and 
author based in Maryland, most notable for his 
research and writing on the nuclear age said that 
“The atomic bombing of Hiroshima and then 
Nagasaki persuaded Emperor Hirohito, who had 
wavered for weeks, that the war must end 
immediately.” [34] The Japanese could not possibly 
win, but they might be able to delay the end of the 
war into the fall of 1946. If the Americans found the 
rising casualties intolerable, they might settle for 
terms less than unconditional surrender. [35] 
Takijir6 Onishi was an admiral in the Imperial 
Japanese Navy during World War II who came to 
be known as the father of the kamikaze. Said “If we 
are prepared to sacrifice 20 million Japanese lives, 
victory will be ours!” [36] 


Hiroshima was a city of considerable military 
importance. [37] It contained the 2nd Army 
Headquarters, which commanded the defence of all 
of southern Japan. The city was a communications 
centre, a storage point, and an assembly area for 
troops. [38] 


Among those who had full knowledge of the 
Manhattan Project to build an atomic bomb, most 
agreed that the weapon should be used. [39] 


It emerged after the war that the Japanese 
biological warfare unit had a plan to attack the 
United States with biological weapons in 
September. [40] 
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Bombing to Win 


By early 1945 it was clear that while the Japanese 
government was not offering ‘unconditional 
surrender’, it was nevertheless seeking a 
negotiated surrender, via the neutral Soviet Union. 
[41] Then the Soviet invasion of Manchuria began 
on 9 August 1945 with the Soviet invasion of the 
Japanese puppet state of Manchuria. [42] Just 
three days after the bombing of Hiroshima, as 
many as 1.5 million Soviet troops attack on 
Japanese positions. [43] 


In Japanese writing about the surrender, many 
accounts consider the Soviet entry into the war as 
the primary reason or as having equal importance 
with the atomic bombs. The primacy of the Soviet 
entry as a reason for surrender is a longstanding 
view by some Japanese historians, and it has 
appeared in some Japanese junior high school 
textbooks. [44] 


In the president's inner circle who objected to 
atomic bombs being used against Japan. McCloy 
had known that the emperor was prepared to 
surrender if assurances to preserve the Japanese 
monarchy were given. As such, he advised Truman 
to offer terms of surrender that offered such a 
guarantee bundled with the implied threat of using 
the atomic bomb against Japan. [52] However, this 
was later struck from surrender terms presented to 
Japan before the bombing. [53] 
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Eisenhower: By All Accounts 


Before the atomic bombings Eisenhower asked 
then President Harry Truman not to use nuclear 
arms. [45] 


Adiary kept by a U.S. official has shown that "In 
1945 ... , Secretary of War Stimson visited my 
headquarters in Germany, and informed me that 
our government was preparing to drop an atomic 
bomb on Japan. | was one of those who felt that 
there were a number of cogent reasons to question 
the wisdom of such an act.”[46] It was kept by an 
aide to the U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union, 
Averell Harriman. 


On dropping the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, he 
confesses: “Never has the matter ceased troubling 
me.” [47] A few months after the atomic bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower commented during a social occasion 
“how he had hoped that the war might have ended 
without our having to use the atomic bomb.” [48] 


General Dwight D. Eisenhower said, Japan was at 
that very moment seeking some way to surrender 
with minimum loss of face, and “it wasn’t necessary 
to hit them with that awful thing.” [49] 


In his Atoms for Peace speech before the United 
Nations General Assembly on December 8, 1953, 
President Eisenhower sought to solve this terrible 
problem by suggesting a means to transform the 
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atom from a scourge into a benefit for mankind. [50] 


Eisenhower wanted limits on nuclear weapons 
testing and on-site inspections of nuclear weapons. 
[51] 


There were several reasons other reasons why the 
bombs were dropped, including the US desire to 
establish its dominance in the region after the war. 
[54] 


Edward Linenthal a American historian make this 
following table [55] focusing on the possible 
invasion labelled Operation Olympic set to begin in 
November 1945, Operation Olympic was intended 
to capture the southern third of the southernmost 
main Japanese island, Kydshd, with the recently 
captured island of Okinawa to be used as a staging 
area. [56] 


INVASION CASUALTY AMERICAN 
ESTIMATE CASUALTY 


Kyushu 30,00-50,000 | (Based on 

(Olympic) Okinawa 
rates) 
10,000 


Kyushu 270,000 (Based on 
(Olympic), Okinawa) 
REVISED 50,000 
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The table indicates that the estimates of half a 
million lost were clearly and seriously wide of any 
even remotely reasonable figure, according to 
Linenthal. The actual estimates were much closer 
to a tenth of the touted figure of half a million 
American deaths. [57] Rufus Edward Miles, Jr. was 
an American government administrator and author. 
He wrote an article called The Strange Myth of Half 
a Million American Lives Saved. Which puts 
forward the myth of half a million American lives 
saved because of the atomic bomb. [53] 


Robert Pape called “The most harrowing terror 
campaign in history.” [59] Hasegawa puts forward 
the view that the Soviet entry into the war, played a 
more important role than the atomic bombs in 
Japan's decision to surrender. [60] Hoover was 
critical of the decision to drop the bomb. He wrote 
the above in an open letter in 1951. 'The use of the 
atomic bomb, with its indiscriminate killing of 
women and children, revolts my soul.’ [61] 


High-level Japanese meetings of military elite had a 
shocking indifference toward the atomic bombings. 
On 9 August, meeting in a bunker under Tokyo 
when word was first received that Nagasaki had 
been destroyed. Engrossed in discussions about 
the Soviet invasion, the assembled men did not 
seem to care. Arunner comes in and says ‘Sir, 
we've lost Nagasaki, it’s been destroyed by a new 
‘special’ bomb’ and he said, ‘Thank you, and run 
along.’ [62] 
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President Harry Truman when he announced on 
Aug. 9, 1945, that “The first atomic bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima, a military base ... because 
we wished in this first attack to avoid, insofar as 
possible, the killing of civilians.” [63] Truman argued 
that Hiroshima was a military target. Indeed, less 
than 10 percent of the individuals killed on Aug. 6, 
1945, were Japanese military personnel. [64] 


Another thing to take into account is that the bombs 
dropped on Japan had just three times as much 
explosive energy as a typical bombing attack, or 
the equivalent of Sixteen kilotons of TNT. 
Therefore, it appears that there is no reason why 
two nuclear weapons would be able to convince the 
Japanese to submit if the sheer amount of 
conventional bombings and, later in the war, 
damaging firebombing on Tokyo and other 
Japanese cities, could not. [65] 


When the war came to a conclusion, the Rev. 
Cuthbert Thicknesse, the Dean of St. Albans, 
forbade a service of thanksgiving from taking place 
at St. Albans Abbey because it was "an act of 
wholesale, indiscriminate killing" to deploy atomic 
weapons. [66] In 1946, a report by the Federal 
Council of Churches entitled Atomic Warfare and 
the Christian Faith, includes the following passage: 


As American Christians, we are deeply penitent for 
the irresponsible use already made of the atomic 
bomb. We are agreed that, whatever be one's 
judgment of the war in principle, the surprise 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are morally 
indefensible. [67] 


27 


Oppenheimer: Trinity and Beyond 


After the bombing of Hiroshima, on August 17, 
1945, he expressed in writing to the US 
government his desire for nuclear weapons to be 
banned. Two months later he would tell President 
Harry S. Truman that blood was on his hands. [68] 


He and many of the project staff were very upset 
about the bombing of Nagasaki, as they did not feel 
the second bomb was necessary from a military 
point of view. [69] 


Oppenheimer lamented the weapon's killing power 
after it was used to destroy the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. [70] Oppenheimer 
biographer Kai Bird, have argued that Japan was 
on the verge of surrender before the bombings, 
meaning that the 200,000 Japanese casualties 
were not militarily necessary. [71] 


He did regret the horror of war after the bomb was 
dropped, and when work began on the H bomb he 
spoke out against it as he didn’t see a point to it’s 

creation, he had his life ruined by the government 

because of that. [72] 


He chased after absolution and resolution until the 
bitter end, proud of having served his country but 
regretting the destruction his work may bring 
someday. [73] 
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Conclusion 


The real role that the Soviet introduction into the 
war played is that it pulled the rug out from the 
Japanese militarists only remaining hope for 
salvation; that the Soviets would step in as a 
moderating power to negotiate a more favourable 
peace settlement for Japan after they had inflicted 
severe damage to the Americans in Operation 
Ketsu-Go. This was the only card the Japanese 
government had left to play that didn't involve either 
surrender or destruction, and now it was very clear 
that they'd been tricked. The light at the end of the 
tunnel turned out to be an oncoming train. 


To make matters worse, the second atomic bomb 
dropped on Nagasaki as the government met with 
the Emperor to discuss the Soviet Union's entry into 
the conflict, proving that the US had more such 
bombs than previously believed and disproving 
intelligence suggesting there could be up to 100 of 
them. 


As a result, the concept of the valiant defence of 
the Japanese motherland became meaningless. 
Since no one was left to negotiate on their behalf 
and there was no means to substantially injure the 
Americans in a way that they would accept a 
negotiation, there was no longer a plan for getting 
them to the negotiating table. The only options 
were complete submission or complete obliteration. 
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And sure, Truman disregarded Japan's attempt to 
terminate the war through the Potsdam Declaration 
rather than an unconditional surrender. Like he 
ought to have. The Japanese plan, which called for 
maintaining the Japanese Imperial system and the 
Emperor's freedom to act as he wanted within the 
boundaries of the Empire, was rejected. 


Because the Japanese were prepared to surrender 
before the nuclear bombs were ever dropped, there 
was never a need for an invasion, and the US and 
the Soviet Union never seriously considered one 
because of the number of victims it would cause. If 
the United States had ensured the safety of their 
emperor, the Japanese would have given up right 
away. In contrast, the United States demanded an 
unconditional surrender, which they ultimately 
obtained by dropping the bombs and extending the 
war. The United States decided to keep the 
emperor safe in any case, so they essentially just 
dropped the bombs so they could claim they 
obtained an unconditional surrender. 
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